This year, instead of a mission trip to another location, I want to encourage those currently in 8th through 12th grade to sign up for the Good Neighbors Work Camp.  The work that Good Neighbors does is just like we would be doing on a mission trip, but it benefits local families.
If you sign up to do Good Neighbors, you would stay at Avondale Presbyterian church from Sunday July 15th through Friday July 20th.  Then during the day, you would be sent out in groups to do home repair, painting, etc.

 

The cost for each youth who signs up is $100 as long as you are pre-registered by February 15th.  Additionally, our Youth Group budget will be helping by paying $50 toward your cost.  This means a one week Mission experience for only $50!

 

In order to get everyone interested pre-registered, I need to have a check payable to "Good Neighbors Home Repair" no later then Sunday, February 12th.  I will submit all checks with the group registration form by February 15th.

 

Please see the attached document for additional information.

 

Parents -- If you can stay one or more nights to help out, that would be great.  Please let me know if you can.

 

Thank you,

 

In Christ,

Tim
P.S. – This is a great opportunity to rack up your Community Service Hours!!!
Good Neighbors Home Repair Workcamp

 for High School Youth Groups

Dates of Workcamp:  July 15-20, 2012
Location : Avondale Presbyterian Church, Avondale, PA
Good Neighbors, a home repair ministry based in Kennett Square, will be sponsoring the thirteenth Good Neighbors Youth Workcamp in July 2012.  We are planning for a total workcamp of about 40 youth and 10 adults. We are encouraging early group reservations by offering a $25 discount off the fee of $125 per person if the group reservation is received prior to February 15. 

$25 Discount on the $125 per person fees for early group reservation!  Pay $50 deposit for each person in group by February 15 and balance due on June 1 is only $50 per person.   See enclosed flyer.

Fill out the group reservation form enclosed with this letter and return it along with a non-refundable deposit of $50 per person by February 15 to qualify for the $25 discounts.  Final reservation deadline is March 15.  Make checks out to “Good Neighbors Home Repair”.  Mail the form and deposits to:

Robert W. Johnson

75 Woodchuck Way

Kennett Square PA

19348

The workcamp will provide an opportunity for high school youth groups to serve families who live here in Southern Chester County by repairing their homes.  Our purpose is to honor and glorify God by providing an experience for teens to put their faith into action and to experience the growth and joy that occur as they give their lives in service to the Lord.  Avondale Presbyterian Church will be the host church.  


Good Neighbors (www.goodneighborshomerepair.org) serves local families in need by making their homes warmer, safer and dryer.  Work is done throughout the year, mostly by adult volunteers.  This group is well qualified to select work projects that will be appropriate for high school youth.  Good Neighbors will provide materials, many of the necessary tools, insurance, training, and on-site guidance.  Avondale Presbyterian Church will be the host church for meals, evening programs, and overnight accommodations.  In past years the meals have been great with menus enjoyed by both youth and adults.  The evening programs have led to significant spiritual growth for the youth that have attended in the past. While we will not be far from home, the workcamp is designed to be a full, 24-hours a day, 6-day group experience as if we were 500 miles from home.  Therefore, the expectation is that participants are committing to being with the group the entire week (day and night) from Sunday afternoon, July 15, continuously to Friday evening, July 20.
The workcamp is targeted for church groups of high school youth (including those who will enter 9th grade in the Fall of 2012).  Fees for participants to cover meals and non-project expenses will be $125 per person.  This is much lower than the fees for most national weeklong workcamps.  Your group will need one adult adviser for every five youth. For groups that include both girls and boys, the group must include at least one male and one female adult adviser who will stay overnight.  

Key highlights

· Church groups of high school youth, preferably entering 9th grade in the Fall of 2012, or older.

· Each participating group should include adult advisers (1 for every five youth) to help supervise the project work, participate in the evening programs and stay with the youth overnight.

· All meals from Sunday evening July 15 through Friday evening July 20 will be provided at the host church.

· Overnight sleeping at host church.

· Shower facilities at Kennett or Jennersville YMCA will be available each afternoon.

Typical schedule of previous workcamps 
· Sunday: 

· Registration and orientation in afternoon

· Recreation

· Evening program at church

· Overnight at church

· Monday through Thursday

· Breakfast at church

· Home repair projects during day with lunch at work sites

· Showers at YMCA

· Dinner at church

· Evening program

· Overnight at church

· Special event on Wednesday afternoon, such as tubing down the Brandywine River

· Friday

· Breakfast at church

· Complete projects in morning with lunch at work sites

· Dedications of homes in afternoon

· Showers at YMCA

· Celebration dinner and program with homeowners

· Reflections and farewells finishing at about 9 PM
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What we 

need now

Timeline
· March 15: Group reservation and deposits of $50 per person. Discount on balance due for early reservation by February 15 (see first page).  Since the number of participants is limited, it is extremely important that each group respond by March 15 with an estimated number of youth and adults along with a non-refundable deposit of $50 for each person.  See Group Reservation Form.

· April 1: Registration kits will be sent to all groups with reservations.  
· June 1: Registration forms and balance due from each youth and adult (see table of discounts on enclosed flyer). Registration forms and medical forms will be included in the registration kits.  Each youth and adult must submit a registration form, medical form and the balance due. The leader of each group should collect these forms and fees for their group and send to Bob Johnson by June 1.  

If you have questions, call Bob Johnson (610-388-2656, email  rwj44@verizon.net).

We pray that God will bless this local mission project and will help our youth see how they can make a difference in their own community.  We recognize the value of exposing our youth to service projects in other parts of the country, but it is also important for them to appreciate what they can do to address needs in their own community.  We look forward to hearing from you.  May we reflect the love of Jesus, who did not come to be served, but to serve.






In service to Him,

                                                                 [image: image1.emf]









Bob Johnson






Jay Malthaner







